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(54) COSMETIC 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To provide a cosmetic containing a specific polysaccharide existing in ginseng 
and having skin-activating effect, as an active component, and suitable for the promotion of 
beauty and health of the skin and the hair. 

CONSTITUTION: The polysaccharide used in the present cosmetic is a component of 
ginseng, e.g. Panax ginseng, Panax japonicum, Panax quinquefolium, Panax notoginseng, 
especially Panax ginseng, and has the following characteristics, (i) Activity, having skin- 
activating effect; (ii) solubility, soluble in water, hardly soluble in methanol, and insoluble in 
ethanol, ether, benzene, chloroform and acetone; (iii) pH, about 5.5 in 1% aqueous solution; 
(iv) decomposition temperature, about 218°C; and (v):color reactions,jlevelops light yellowish 
red color with a mixture of 2% aqueous solution of phenol and concentrated sulfuric acid, and 
positive to the silver mirror reaction and Fehljng's reagent. The polysaccharide is 
compounded to a cosmetic in an amount of 0.001W3wt%, especially 0.01W0.5wt% in the 
case of soap. A cosmetic having excellent beautifying effect can be prepared by this process. 
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